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The Mysterious Stump
I first noticed this stump on October 18 2020 in Winslow Maine around 5pm. What I saw
was a red fox (Vulpes vulpes) . What was interesting to me was
that she didn’t care or see/smell me from 30 feet out or so. She
had walked onto a log and looked around and then jumped down
and ran to a stump 50 feet out and went to sleep on it. I then
made the slightest noise and she woke up and saw me and ran
off. What was so special about this stump and why did she choose
this one?
Before I went back I did some research on Red Foxes one
notable piece of information on them is that they will be 6-30 pounds (3-14kg). Another piece of
information on them is in the wild on average live to 3 years old
while in captivity live to 12¹.
I went back out there on October 30 around 4pm it was calm
and quiet, not much wind. Before coming out though I was
wondering if she chose the stump because of something in it. So I
brought with me a scraper tool and I went over to the stump and
looked at it closely and saw a lot of stuff. I found broken acorns and
seeds. I also found fur that was stuck to the stump that looked like fox fur. I went to scrape the
stump and found a lot of rotten wood but I came across some beetles that were all the same
species, but I don’t know their name. I then filled up two chipmunk holes near the stump to see if
they got uncovered.
One of the main things I found on the stump was fungi which helps feed other animals.
Loads of birds depend on dead trees or stumps for homes². A few days later I came back out
and nothing had changed except for a few leaves that fell on the stump. The chipmunk holes
were filled in still so the fox might have eaten them or they moved on. I left and came back a few
days after that and still nothing. Dead trees also provide very good habitats for animals other
than insects and rodents. So I came to the conclusion that the fox may have ate the chipmunks
or they went to live somewhere else. I did some research on what foxes eat and foxes will eat a
chipmunk if they catch one³. The bugs will continue to eat at the stump which will someday lead
to the stump being gone. After I have picked and got my scent on the stump will the fox come
back to it or will it think it’s dangerous although I want to keep going back and looking at it.
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